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Clement at first took the side against Francis, who was
beset with difficulties. Three armies had entered France, a
Spanish force advancing into Languedoc, a German one en-
tering France on the north-east, and an English one occupying
Picardy. On the other hand, a large French army, under
Bonnivet, had, as already noted, invaded Lombardy. Charles's
armies in northern and southern France were repulsed by the
French; but in Lombardy, where the Imperial army was
commanded by Lannoy, Viceroy of Naples, with whom were
Pescara8 and Bourbon, the French suffered serious reverses.
All through these wars the Spanish generals were superior
to the French; Francis had no good general, and suffered
perpetually from the irretrievable loss he had caused himself
by having driven from his service Charles, Duke of Bourbon.

In 1524 the French army in Lombardy was at length forced
by Lannoy to commence a disastrous retreat towards France,
and in this retreat was severely defeated at the passage of
the Sesia, where the Chevalier Bayard, the knight "sans peur
et sans reproche," who commanded the rearguard of Bonni-
vet's army, was mortally wounded, and died on the field. The
Imperial army, driving the French before it, advanced into
southern France, and laid siege to Marseilles. Francis (as
though the ordinary miseries of war were not enough) met
this invasion by laying waste the whole of Provence, the
garden of southern France, in order that the invading army
might be unable to subsist; the entire population of the district
was made to move elsewhere, villages were razed to the
ground, cattle driven off, crops destroyed, and the sufferings
of the people were almost as great as though they had been
the captives of a hostile force. By this measure the Imperial
army, after heavy losses from disease and starvation, was
forced to quit France, and retired again into Italy. Clement,
who hitherto had encouraged Charles, now began to intrigue
with Francis, and in December 1524 concluded a secret treaty
with him.

Meanwhile Francis, elated by his success in Provence, pre-